
SCIENCE NEWS
Please discuss with your child daily the Essential Question that we talked about in school that day.

THIRD-GRADERS LEARN ABOUT EARTH’S RESOURCESEarthʼs resources are covered in Unit 2 
of our Science Curriculum.  The unit 

will cover: different types of soil, 
weathering, the water cycle, types of 
weather, phases of the moon, and 

rotation of the earth.

THE ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
• What are the three different types of soil?
• What characteristics make up each type of 

soil?
• What causes weathering?
• Where is water located? How is water used?
   Why is water important?
• What happens when water is polluted?  How 

can kids help prevent water pollution?
• what makes up the weather?
• Why do we have night and day?
• How does the moon change shape over a 

month’s time? What are the phases of the 
moon?

VOCABULARY:
sand- soil with grains of rock that you can see with your 
       eyes.
loam- soil that is a mixture of humus, sand, silt, and clay.

clay- soil with very, very tiny grains of rock.

weathering- the rock is broken down into smaller pieces.

evaporation-when water on the Earth's surface (ponds, 
      rivers, oceans, lakes, etc.) is heated up by the sun and
      turned into water vapor that then rises up into the sky.
condensation- is when the water vapor gets really cold 
      and turns back into a liquid, which makes clouds.

precipitation- is when the clouds get so full that they 
      can't hold any more water. The water falls back to
      Earth in the form of rain, snow, sleet, or hail.

rotation- one complete spin on an axis

phases of the moon- the different ways the moon looks

waxing- when the moon is getting bigger 
waning- when the moon is getting smaller

Fascinating Facts
• Only 3% of the world’s water can be used 

as drinking water.

• 75% of the world’s fresh water is found in 
the polar ice caps.

• The water on Earth today is the same 
water that was here when the dinosaurs 
were around.

• Your body is 2/3 water!

• The sun is a star.

• Visit http://stardate.org/nightsky/moon

• Phases of the Moon:  new moon, waxing 
crescent, first quarter waxing gibbous, full 
moon, waning gibbous, last quarter, 
waning crescent and back to new moon

NOTE TO PARENTS
• Please keep this newsletter in a safe place (refrigerator, desk, etc.) and review the information 

throughout our unit.
• We are excited to be entering a new step in education, which coincides with our TL2014 district plan of 

implementing technology.  TL2014 can be viewed on the school website www.stsd.org 

http://www.stsd.org
http://www.stsd.org

