
Customizing Your Dock
The Dock is one of the key areas for navigation in OS X. You’ll notice a dashed white line 
towards the right-hand side of your Dock. The left side of the Dock contains shortcuts to 
applications while the right side of your Dock contains shortcuts to folders or documents, 
minimized windows, and the Trash. There are many ways to adjust the Dock to your liking.

From the Apple Menu

‣ Click the Apple icon in the upper left-hand corner of the screen and hover over Dock to 
find the basic Dock preferences. From this menu, you can toggle hiding, magnification, 
and position.

• To quickly hide the dock using only the keyboard, press Option + Command + D. The 
dock will slide out of view.

• To bring the Dock back temporarily, move your mouse to the very edge of where the 
Dock is hiding.

• To bring the dock back permanently, press Option + Command + D again.

‣ Magnification will increase the size of dock icons as you hover over them. This can be 
useful if your dock icons are small. You can toggle Magnification from the Apple menu.

‣ The default Dock position is on the bottom of the screen. You can change the position of 
your dock by selecting the position on the Apple menu.
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From System Preferences
You can access additional Dock preferences from the Dock panel in System Preferences. 
An easy way to get here is to click Apple Menu > Dock > Dock Preferences...

‣The Size slider will adjust the size of all the icons in the Dock simultaneously. 
	 You can also adjust the size of the Dock by clicking the white dashed line towards 
	 the right-hand side of the dock and dragging up or down.

‣The checkbox toggles Magnification. The Magnification slider will adust how large the 
icons will appear when you place your pointer over them.

‣Screen position can be toggled by choosing Left, Bottom, or Right.

‣Minimize windows using Genie Effect allows you to change the animation when a window 
is minimized. Your options are Genie (default) and Scale.
	 To see the effect in slow motion, hold down the Shift key while clicking the yellow 
	 button. 

‣Minimize windows into application icon will hide minimized windows and prevent them 
from appearing on the right-hand side of the dock. To restore your windows, click the 
Application icon.

‣Animate opening applications will bounce icons in the dock while they are opening. This 
can be useful for applications that take time to load, such as iPhoto or iMovie, because it 
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notifies you that the application is responding even if the application window has not yet 
opened on your screen.

‣Automatically hide and show the Dock will remove the Dock from the screen. It will 
reappear when you move your mouse to the very edge of the screen where the Dock is 
hidden. 

‣Show indicator light for open applications will display a glowing blue dot underneath any 
applications that are open. The light will stay glowing until the application is quit, even if all 
application windows have been closed or hidden. 
	 If your computer seems to be running slow, you can see at a glance which 
	 applications are still open by looking for the blue dots in the Dock. Quitting 
	 applications you are no longer using can make your computer respond faster.
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